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THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWN O F  OAKVILLE 

BY-LAW NUMBER 1983-189 

A by-law t o  d e s i g n a t e   c e r t a i n   p r o p e r t y  as 
p r o p e r t y  of h i s t o r i c   a n d   a r c h i t e c t u r a l   v a l u e  
and   i n t e re s t   (Mur ray  House Hotel) 

THE COUNCIL ENACTS AS FOLLOWS: 

1. The p r o p e r t y  commonly known a n d   r e f e r r e d  t o  as  the  Murray 

House Hotel i s  he reby   des igna ted  as a p r o p e r t y  of h i s t o r i c  

a n d   a r c h i t e c t u r a l   v a l u e   a n d   i n t e r e s t   p u r s u a n t  t o  The O n t a r i o  

H e r i t a g e  A c t ,  f o r   t h e   r e a s o n  as set o u t   i n   S c h e d u l e  "A" 

t o  t h i s  by-law. 

2 .  The p r o p e r t y   d e s i g n a t e d   b y   t h i s   b y - l a w  is  t h e   p r o p e r t y  

d e s c r i b e d   i n   S c h e d u l e  I I B "  t o   t h i s  by-law. 

PASSED b y   t h e   C o u n c i l   t h i s  3rd day of October ,  1983. 



SCHEDULE "A'' By-law 1983-189 

REASON FOR CESIGNATION 

The s t a t u r e ,   l o c a t i o n ,   p r e s e n c e   a n d   d e s i g n   o f  t h e  Murray  House 

combined w i t h  t h e   h i s t o r i c a l   c o n t i n u i t y  of s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  community, 

r e n d e r   t h i s   s t r u c t u r e   o f   e x t r e m e   i m p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e  Town of Oakvi l lk  

i n   g e n e r a l ,   a n d  t o  t h e  O l d  O a k v i l l e   H e r i t a g e  District  i n   p a r t i c u l a r .  .. 

The Murray  House i s  c o n s t r u c t e d  of O n t a r i o   r e d   c l a y   b r i c k .  The 

a r c h i t e c t u r a l   d e s c r i p t i o n   i n   D a v i d  & Susanne Peacock's, Old 

O a k v i l l e  i s  as fo l lows :  "The  Murray  House d i s p l a y s   f a i n t  traces 

o f   Greek   Rev iva l   l i nes   i n   t he   l ow,   b roadh ipped   roo f ,   w ide  

overhanging  eaves,   and a deep   s imple  f r i eze .  Three  square-headed 

bays break up t h e  expans ive  wal l  su r face ,   and  l i k e  columns  they 

frame a symmetr ical   arrangement  of l a r g e  windows." 

The roo f   fo rm,   ove rhang ,   f r i eze   and   masonry   de t a i l s   shou ld   be  

r e t a i n e d  f o r  t h e  main s t ruc tu re ,   above   t he   ma in  f loo r  f o r  t h e  

n o r t h ,  west a n d   s o u t h   f a c a d e s   a n d   a b o v e   t h e   t h i r d   l e v e l  for east  

f acade  . 

B u i l t   i n   1 8 5 7   b y   J o h n  W i l l i a m s ,  the h o t e l  was c o n s t r u c t e d  t o  

se rve   an   i nc reased   marke t   fo l lowing  the a r r i v a l   o f   t h e   r a i l w a y  

i n  1855 .   The   bu i ld ing   has   con t inued   t o   s e rve  as a h o t e l   s i n c e  

1857. 



SCHEDULE l i B "   B y - l a w  1983-189 

ALL AND SINGULAR t h a t   c e r t a i n   p a r c e l   o r  t r a c t  of l a n d   a n d  

p r e m i s e s   s i t u a t e ,   l y i n g   a n d   b e i n g   i n   t h e  Town of Oakville, 

i n   t h e   R e g i o n a l   M u n i c i p a l i t y  of Hal ton  and  being  composed 

of Lots A and  B i n   B l o c k  13, P l a n  1. 


